Teaching Artists — Beginning & Intermediate Wheel Throwing

Kirkland Arts Center is hiring instructors for our new ceramic studio/classroom. We are looking
for Beginning and Intermediate level Wheel Throwing Teaching Artists:

Position Overview

Kirkland Arts Center (KAC) is seeking experienced and engaging ceramics teaching artists to
lead adult wheel-throwing classes in our newly renovated ceramic studio. We are looking for
instructors who can create welcoming, supportive learning environments while providing clear
demonstrations, individualized guidance, and hands-on instruction.

Teaching artists should be knowledgeable ceramic artists with strong wheel-throwing skills and
an interest in helping students develop their technical abilities, confidence, and individual
creative voice.

Compensation
$36-%40 per teaching hour, depending on experience and qualifications.

Teaching artists are engaged as independent contractors and are responsible for applicable
taxes and other costs associated with independent contractor status. This position is not eligible
for KAC employee benefits.

Beginning Wheel Throwing

The Beginning Wheel Throwing Teaching Artist will introduce students to the fundamentals of
working on the pottery wheel and guide them through the complete ceramic process.

Instruction may include:

Wedging and preparing clay

Centering clay on the wheel

Opening and pulling walls

Developing basic forms such as cylinders, bowls, cups, and vases
Trimming and finishing

Handles and basic attachments

Introduction to surface decoration

Basic glazing techniques

Understanding the ceramic process from wet clay through drying, bisque firing, glazing,
and final firing

e Safe and effective use of studio equipment and tools



The instructor should be able to break down technical processes into clear, approachable
demonstrations and provide individualized feedback to students with varying levels of
experience.

Intermediate Wheel Throwing

The Intermediate Wheel Throwing Teaching Artist will help students build on foundational
wheel-throwing skills and develop greater consistency, control, confidence, and independence.

Instruction may include:

Centering and throwing larger amounts of clay

Developing taller and more complex forms

Bowils, vases, lidded vessels, sectional forms, and other advanced projects
Improving wall thickness, proportion, symmetry, and structural integrity
Trimming and refining more complex forms

Lids, multipart construction, and sectional throwing

Surface decoration and finishing techniques

Glazing techniques and glaze application

Understanding clay and glaze compatibility

Cone 10 reduction firing and related processes

Exploration of historical and contemporary ceramic forms and practices

The instructor should be comfortable troubleshooting individual students' technical challenges
and helping students move beyond basic wheel-throwing skills toward greater consistency and
independent practice.

Responsibilities:
Teaching artists are expected to:

Plan and deliver engaging weekly instruction appropriate to the course level

Prepare demonstrations and instructional materials

Provide clear technical instruction and individualized student feedback

Foster an inclusive, respectful, and encouraging classroom environment

Promote safe and responsible use of wheels, tools, clay, glazes, and other studio
equipment

Maintain an organized and functional teaching environment

Communicate promptly and professionally with KAC staff

Follow KAC policies, studio procedures, and safety protocols

Support a positive student experience from enroliment through completion of the course
Coordinate with KAC staff regarding student needs, equipment concerns, attendance,
and other course-related issues



Qualifications:
Beginning Wheel Throwing

Strong proficiency in wheel throwing and foundational ceramic processes

Previous experience teaching ceramics or working with students in an instructional
setting

Ability to demonstrate and explain technical processes clearly

Strong communication and interpersonal skills

Patience, adaptability, and enthusiasm for working with beginning students
Commitment to studio safety and responsible equipment use

Intermediate Wheel Throwing

Advanced proficiency in wheel throwing and ceramic processes

Demonstrated experience with larger forms, taller vessels, lidded and multipart forms,
and advanced throwing techniques

Knowledge of surface decoration, glazing, and firing processes

Familiarity with cone 10 reduction firing

Previous experience teaching intermediate or advanced ceramics students

Ability to troubleshoot technical challenges and provide individualized instruction
Strong communication and interpersonal skills

Commitment to studio safety and responsible equipment use

A degree in ceramics or art education is not required. Professional experience as a ceramic
artist and/or teaching artist is highly valued.

About Kirkland Arts Center

Kirkland Arts Center is a nonprofit community arts organization dedicated to cultivating quality
arts experiences, connecting communities, and increasing creative engagement. We offer
classes, workshops, exhibitions, and community programs for students of all ages and
experience levels.

Our new ceramic studio/classroom provides an opportunity for teaching artists to work in a
dedicated learning environment and help shape the experience of students as KAC expands its
ceramics programming.



